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WILDWOOD CREST ESTABLISHES 
WELLNESS COMMITTEE

The Borough of Wildwood Crest has appointed seven members 
to its new Wellness Committee. The appointments were made by 
resolution at the March 21 meeting of the Wildwood Crest Board of 
Commissioners.
The Wellness Committee consists of seven volunteer members, 
three of whom are employees of the borough and four of whom are 
residents of the borough. Employee members include Wellness 
Committee coordinator Nicholas Holland, Patricia Feketics and James 
Grauel. Resident members include Linda Bakos, Joseph Cusella, 
Laura Farrall and Zachary Ruffo.
Wellness Committee members have been appointed to serve through 
Dec. 31, 2019. The committee will meet the first Tuesday of each 
month (excluding June, July and August) at 4:30 p.m. in the courtroom 
of Wildwood Crest Borough Hall. Meetings are open to the public. 
The purpose of the Wellness Committee is to create a community 
initiative to promote healthy and active living through exercise, proper 
nutrition and more. The committee will work in concert with the 
Wildwood Crest Recreation Department to help establish programs 
and activities designed to promote health and wellness in the 
borough.
For more information about the Wildwood Crest Wellness 
Committee, contact Nicholas Holland of the Wildwood Crest 
Recreation Department at (609) 523-0202 or via email at nholland@
wildwoodcrest.org.

WILDWOOD CREST ANNOUNCES 2018 
BEACH LIFEGUARD COVERAGE

The Wildwood Crest Beach Patrol has announced its coverage 
schedule for the 2018 summer season.
All beaches will be open and protected by lifeguards, weather 
permitting, from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, June 
2-3.
Beginning Saturday, June 9, all beaches will be open and protected 
daily, weather permitting, from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. through Labor 
Day, Monday, Sept. 3.

The Wildwood Crest Beach Patrol strongly advises all bathers 
to swim at lifeguard protected beaches only during the hours of 
operation.
For further information, call the Wildwood Crest Beach Patrol at 
(609) 522-3825.

CREST APPOINTS NINE MEMBERS TO 
NEWLY FORMED GREEN TEAM

The Borough of Wildwood Crest has appointed nine resident 
volunteers to its newly-created Green Team. The appointments were 
made via resolution at the regular meeting of the Wildwood Crest 
Board of Commissioners on April 11.
The Green Team is a committee tasked to develop plans, implement 
programs and assist with educational opportunities that support the 
creation of a sustainable community through effective governmental 
practices.
Five members were each appointed to three-year terms that are set 
to expire on Dec. 31, 2020. Four members were appointed to four-
year terms that are set to expire on Dec. 31, 2021.
The members include: three-year terms – Mary Celebre, Angel 
Daniels, Joseph Franco Jr., John Livecchi, Eugene Mulligan; four-
year terms – Darleen Devlin, Katherine Grassi, Deborah Rogers, 
Samuel Wilson Jr.
The Green Team will hold regular monthly meetings on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m. at borough hall. The public is 
welcome to attend.
For more information about the Green Team, contact Wildwood 
Crest Borough Hall at (609) 522-5176.

WILDWOOD CREST RECYCLING CENTER TO 
REQUIRE PERMIT TAGS BEGINNING JULY 14

In an effort to better serve the residents and second homeowners of 
the Borough of Wildwood Crest, all those using the Department of 
Public Works Recycling Center will be required to present permit tags 
beginning Saturday, July 14. 

One permit tag is available free of charge 
to all Wildwood Crest residents and 
homeowners. Permit tags can be picked up 
at the Nesbitt Tourism Information Center 
near the beach entrance at Rambler Road 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. daily 
through Labor Day weekend. Homeowners 
must provide proof of residency/Crest home 
ownership when picking up permit tags.

The Recycling Center is available for use by Wildwood Crest 
residents and homeowners only. It is designed for residential 
household trash and recyclables drop-off only. Large bulk items will 
not be accepted for drop-off. Instead, residents and homeowners 
should call Public Works at (609) 522-7446 to schedule a separate 
bulk pick-up. Beginning July 14, those using the Recycling Center 
must present their permit tag to the employee at the entrance gate.
The Recycling Center is open 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday through Sunday from May 1 
through Sept. 30. Winter hours are 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through 
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BOROUGH CONTACTS (Area code 609)
Police: (non-emergency) 522-2456	
Ambulance Corps: (non-emergency) 522-0844
Public Works: 522-7446
Recreation: 523-0202 (Crest Pier) / 522-0084 (Von Savage Pool)
Administrator: 729-8041
Clerk: 729-8040
Tax Collector: 522-3843
Tax Assessor: 522-3891
Finance Office: 522-0401
Municipal Court: 522-1352
Fire Prevention: 729-5152
Code Enforcement: 729-8091
Construction/Zoning: 522-3916
Mayor Don Cabrera: 729-8043
Commissioner Joyce Gould: 729-8042
Commissioner David Thompson: 729-8033

2018 WILDWOOD CREST SPECIAL EVENTS
WILDWOOD CREST SUNSET CELEBRATIONS: Thursdays July 5-26 
at 7:30 pm, August 2-23 at 7 pm, FREE, live music, FREE family photos, 
children’s activities.
CAPE MAY COUNTY LIFEGUARD CHAMPIONSHIPS: Friday, July 6, 6:30 
pm, Rambler Road Beach, FREE, Lifeguards from Cape May County beach 
patrols compete in various swimming, rowing and running events.
SIXTH ANNUAL WILDWOOD CREST SAND SCULPTING FESTIVAL: 
Saturday, July 7, 9 am-2 pm, Heather Road Beach, FREE, amateur sand 
sculpting contest, live music, magic show, beach games and more.
CHRISTMAS IN JULY FESTIVAL: Sunday, July 22, 6-9 pm, Sunset Lake 
(New Jersey & Atlanta aves.) FREE, Christmas-themed activities and music, 
visit from Santa Claus, FREE family photos.
MOBILE FOOD TRUCK NIGHT: Sunday, July 29, 4-9 pm, Sunset Lake (New 
Jersey & Miami aves.) FREE admission, gourmet food trucks, live music, 
crafters and more.
WILDWOOD CREST 5K BEACH RUN: Saturday, August 4, 8:30 am, 
Heather Road Beach, hard-sand out-and-back beach run beginning and 
ending at Wildwood Crest Beach Pier.
FIREFIGHTERS’ WEEKEND CRAFT SHOW: Friday, September 14 (9 
am-5 pm) and Saturday, September 15 (9 am-1 pm), Rambler Road & Ocean 
Avenue, FREE admission.
WILDWOOD CREST SEAFARERS CELEBRATION: Saturday, September 
22, FREE admission, street festival 9 am-5 pm at Sunset Lake (live music, 
children’s activities, craft vendors, food), live music at 7:30 pm at Centennial 
Park (Fern Road & Ocean Avenue), followed by beachfront fireworks show.
CREST BEST RUN FEST: Saturday-Sunday, October 6-7, Sunset Lake 
5K, 1K Kids Race, Baker Brothers 5-Miler, Crest Best 10-Miler, hosted by 
DelMoSports.

2018 CREST SUMMER MUSIC SERIES
Centennial Park (Fern Rd. & Ocean Ave.) Shows begin at 7:30pm
WEDNESDAY
June 27		  Fuse Box (classic/progressive rock)
July 4		  Roundhouse Band (dance/party hits)	
July 11		  Sass Faction (pop/dance hits)
July 18		  Billy D Light (classic/progressive rock)	
July 25		  Dead Reckoning (Grateful Dead tribute)
August 1		 Street Life Serenade (Billy Joel tribute)	
August 8		 Kicking Sunrise (pop/rock/party hits)	
August 15	 Mango Men (summer party music)	
August 22	 Beat Tells (Beatles tribute)		
August 29	 Star Band (oldies/Doo Wop/pop)	
SATURDAY
June 30		  Soul’d Again (soul/funk/oldies)	
July 7		  Parrotbeach (Jimmy Buffett tribute)
July 14		  Big Bleu (Motown/dance/pop hits)	
July 21		  Legacy Band (dance/party hits)	
July 28		  Don’t Call Me Francis (dance/party hits)
August 4		 Flowers For Taco (pop/rock hits)
August 11	 2U/Almost Journey (U2 & Journey tribute)
August 18	 Kevin Miller’s Smashed (‘80s/’90s rock hits)
August 25	 Stellar Mojo (dance/party/funk hits)	
September 1	 B Street Band (Bruce Springsteen tribute
September 8	 Damn The Torpedoes (Tom Petty tribute)
September 15	 Reign Band (oldies/Motown/dance hits)
September 22	 Big City (dance/party/oldies hits)
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Borough staff now has direct access to the updated website, allowing 
for frequent updates.
The updated site was created and designed by Square 1 Design, a 
website design, Internet marketing and web programming company 
located in Cape May County.
For more information, contact the Borough of Wildwood Crest at  
(609) 522-5176.

CREST NEWS TIDBITS

Crest Meets With Travel & Tourism Expert: Borough of Wildwood 
Crest employees, members of volunteer Crest committees, 
stakeholders and other residents recently took part in a two-day 
workshop with Roger Brooks, a keynote speaker and renowned 
expert on travel, tourism, downtowns, community branding and 
destination marketing. Much of the discussion focused on the 
redevelopment of the New Jersey Avenue Business District as it 
relates to the long-term vision of branding Wildwood Crest as a first-
class tourism destination. The redevelopment of the business district 
will be done in consultation with the Cape May County Engineering 
Department as it develops plans to reconstruct New Jersey Avenue. 
Brooks also consulted with Crest officials on ideas for the former 
library building located at Wisteria Road and Ocean Avenue. Brooks’ 
guide to 20 Ingredients For An Outstanding Downtown can be found 
on the home page of the borough’s website at wildwoodcrest.org.
Previous Library Site: The former site of the Wildwood Crest 
branch of the Cape May County Library located at Wisteria Road 
and Ocean Avenue sustained significant damage during a strong 
northeast storm over the winter. The borough is awaiting word from 
the Municipal Excess Liability/Joint Insurance Fund on an insurance 
claim to repair and/or rebuild the damaged portions of the building. 
The Wildwood Crest Board of Commissioners has been discussing 
possible future uses for the building at its regular bimonthly meetings. 
Those wishing to become involved in the discussion are welcome to 
attend an upcoming Board of Commissioners meeting. The schedule 
of meetings can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.
Sunset Lake Shoreline Stabilization/Kayak Launch Area: The 
borough has been approved by the Cape May County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders for funding of up to $302,852 through the 
county open space program to help pay for various recreational 
improvements in the Sunset Lake area (Rambler Road to Miami 
Avenue). Plans include the addition of an ADA-compliant kayak/
paddleboard launch area, a fishing and observation pier and the 
replacement of the current gazebo/pavilion. Other amenities in the 
plan include drinking/filling stations, low-level lighting, concrete 
improvements and bike racks. Work is tentatively scheduled to begin 
in the fall of 2018, with completion tentatively scheduled for the 
spring of 2019. Bid documents are currently being prepared by Mott 
MacDonald, the borough’s coastal engineer.

Friday, and 3 to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
The Wildwood Crest Recycling Center is located on Bayview Drive 
between Newark and Jefferson Avenues.
For further information, contact the Wildwood Crest Department 
of Public Works at (609) 522-7446, the Nesbitt Tourism Information 
Center at (609) 522-0221 or log on to wildwoodcrest.org.

CREST ADOPTS ORDINANCES TO COMPLY 
WITH AFFORDABLE HOUSING MANDATE

The Borough of Wildwood Crest has adopted a series of ordinances 
as required as part of the settlement agreement between the borough 
and the Fair Share Housing Center to provide its fair share of the 
region’s affordable housing need.
These ordinances, in response to a mandated order by the New 
Jersey Supreme Court on the matter, were adopted at the meeting of 
the Wildwood Crest Board of Commissioners on Wednesday, March 
21.
In 1983, the Supreme Court of New Jersey ruled that every 
municipality in the state is constitutionally obligated to provide a 
realistic opportunity for its fair share of affordable housing for low- and 
moderate-income individuals and families. This mandate was enacted 
into law in 1985.
Providing a “realistic opportunity” for affordable housing is done 
through provisions set forth by local land use regulations for the 
construction of affordable housing units. Wildwood Crest has decided 
to make the opportunity available to others through its zoning.
The borough’s affordable housing obligation and zoning provisions 
were approved by New Jersey Superior Court in a settlement 
agreement officially reached earlier this year.
Wildwood Crest has addressed its affordable housing opportunities in 
two ways. The first is through a new overall zoning district on top of 
the B-1 commercial zone, which will allow up to a four-story housing 
dwelling if such dwelling includes at least one affordable housing unit 
per four regularly-priced units. The second is an inclusionary zoning 
ordinance that requires that all new multi-family developments of five 
or more units set aside 20 percent of the units as affordable housing.
The borough has also established a development fee ordinance with 
respect to its affordable housing obligations. This ordinance has 
established fees of 1.5 percent for new residential construction and 
2.5 percent for new non-residential construction. Money collected 
through these fees will go into a housing trust fund and will be used 
to fund the borough’s affordable housing program. That program 
includes upgrading up to 20 sub-standard housing units occupied by 
low- or moderate-income households and administering the affordable 
housing requirements in new construction.
For more information on the Borough of Wildwood Crest’s 
guidelines for Affordable Housing, call (609) 522-5176.

CREST ADOPTS 2018 BUDGET WITH PENNY 
INCREASE; SEWER RATES DECREASE

The Borough of Wildwood Crest adopted a $23.9 million budget for 
the 2018 fiscal year, representing a nearly $2.6 million decrease from 
2017. The budget was approved by the Board of Commissioners at its 
regular meeting on Wednesday, March 21.
The municipal tax rate has risen from .661 cents per $100 of 
assessed value to .671 cents per $100 of assessed value, a tax rate 
increase of just one penny. The total tax rate is $1.254.
Wildwood Crest homeowners with a house assessed at $435,000 
have seen an approximately $45 increase in the local tax rate in 2018. 
However, the borough was able to reduce the sewer rate for the third 
quarter for 2018 by .80 cents to help offset the increase in taxes. The 
third quarter variable sewer rate (three-month summer rate) is now 

Proposed Upgrades To Parks/Playgrounds: The borough has 
executed an application through the Cape May County Open Space 
program for improvements for Sunrise Park at Rambler Road 
(Rambler Road & Ocean Avenue) and Scoop Taylor Park (Crocus 
Road and Ocean Avenue). Planned upgrades include new and 
additional playground equipment at both sites, as well as a walking 
path and fitness stations at Sunrise Park. The borough is currently 
awaiting word on the recommendation by the county Open Space 
Committee to the county Board of Chosen Freeholders.
2018 Beach Patrol Coverage: The Wildwood Crest Beach Patrol is 
protecting all beaches by lifeguards, weather permitting, from 10 am 
to 5:30 pm daily through Labor Day (Monday, Sept. 3). The Wildwood 
Crest strongly advises all bathers to swim at lifeguard protected 
beaches only during the hours of operation. For further information, 
call the Wildwood Crest Beach Patrol at (609) 522-3825.
Handicap Beach Transport: The Wildwood Crest Beach Patrol is 
available to provide transport for the handicapped and elderly to and 
from the beach each day that lifeguards are on duty. Those needing 
assistance should contact the beach patrol at (609) 522-3825 in 
advance to make arrangements.
Parking Meter Info: Parking meters throughout the borough are 
in operation from 8 am to 10 pm daily through Saturday. Cost for 
parking meters is 10 minutes per quarter ($1.50 per hour). Parking 
can also be paid by cellphone via the Parkmobile App. Instructions on 
how to use the mobile app feature are located on each parking meter. 
Maximum time at a metered space is five hours. Seasonal parking 
passes can be purchased at the borough tax collector’s office at 
borough hall for $250. For more information, call (609) 522-5176.
Municipal Calendars, Special Events Brochures Available: 
FREE copies of the 2018 Borough of Wildwood Crest Municipal 
Calendar and the 2018 Wildwood Crest Special Events brochure are 
available at the following locations: Borough Hall, Crest Pier, Von 
Savage Pool, Nesbitt Information Center (May through September). 
Calendar includes pertinent borough information regarding trash/
recycling schedules, schedules of borough meetings and more. 
Tourism brochure includes information about special events, borough 
recreational facilities, beach information and more. PDF versions of 
both publications are also available online at wildwoodcrest.org.

$21.80. The rate for the same period in 2017 was $22.60.
The new tax rate is expected to raise about $15.3 million for the 
borough, an increase of about $201,000 from 2017.
The 2018 budget includes a projected total of approximately $54,000 
in state and federal grants, compared to more than $1.6 million 
in 2017. A large grant from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) was included in the 2017 budget. Monies from the 
FEMA grant have been encumbered to assist with the Sunset Lake 
shore stabilization project scheduled to begin later this year.
The budget includes funding for major capital improvements, 
including the Sunset Lake shore stabilization project; improvements 
to various borough buildings, including borough hall, parks and other 
facilities; milling and paving of roads in disrepair; the purchase of 
vehicles for public works and public safety; and preliminary expenses 
for future capital projects.
Capital improvement projects for 2018 will be funded without incurring 
additional debt to the borough. This is made possible through healthy 
surpluses created through stringent and responsible operational 
budgets for each borough department.
Anticipated local revenues have remained relatively stable. The 
borough entered 2018 with a surplus of $7.9 million, an increase of 
approximately $150,000 from the beginning of 2017.
Debt service for the borough remains stable, with total debt slightly 
more than $30 million as of Dec. 31, 2017. The borough was recently 
issued an excellent Aa3 rating by Moody’s Investor Service in its most 
recent report on the borough’s finances, which was issued in late 
December.
“Our elected officials, finance department and all borough 
departments are doing more with less than the borough has ever 
done,” said Wildwood Crest mayor Don Cabrera, who also serves 
as the Commissioner of Public Works and Recreation. “This budget 
allows the borough to plan for the future and make necessary 
improvements to borough infrastructure, while also maintaining 
a relatively low tax rate and average property tax bill for our 
homeowners.”  
For more information, contact the Borough of Wildwood Crest 
Finance Department at (609) 729-8036.

WILDWOOD CREST LAUNCHES UPDATED 
WEBSITE - SIGN UP FOR EMAIL & TEXT ALERTS

The Borough of Wildwood Crest launch its updated website at 
the borough’s regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners on 
Wednesday, April 25. 

The updated website, 
located at the same URL, 
www.wildwoodcrest.org, 
features a new, cleaner 
look; easy-to-navigate 
pages; improved graphics; 
detailed information on 
all borough departments 
and commissions; special 
events and tourism 
information; and much 
more. 

The new website also enables the public to register to receive email 
and/or text notifications of breaking news, weather and traffic alerts, 
special event information and more through the website.
The borough’s former tourism and special events website,  
www.visitwildwoodcrest.com, is no longer be in use. Information 
previously located on that website is now be found at the www.
wildwoodcrest.org site.


