Borough of Wildwood Crest Tourism Commission Meeting

Wednesday, September 14, 2016



Crest Pier Recreation Center

Meeting called to order by Brian Cunniff at 4:02 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Reading of the Sunshine Ordinance – In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231 P.L. 231 175, the notice requirements have been classified as to the time, place and date of holding said meeting by posting notice of the same on the bulletin board in borough hall and by mailing the same to the Press of Atlantic City and the Cape May County Herald.

Roll Call:
Don Cabrera, Commissioner




not present



Dennis Hall, Tourism Commission



present

Lester Klayman, Tourism Commission


present

Bob Patterson, Tourism Commission



present

Mike DiAntonio, Tourism Commission


not present 

Frank Basile, Recreation Supervisor



not present

Brian Cunniff, Asst. Rec Supervisor/TDC secretary

present

A quorum is present. 
Dennis Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting of the TDC in May. Robert Patterson seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.
Brian Cunniff stated that the beach patrol chief had an idea for bumper stickers and magnets to help market the Crest. Would include new logo. Members in agreement that this was a good idea. Brian will pursue pricing and samples over the winter.

Brian Cunniff informed the members that the Carli Lloyd appearance tentatively scheduled for Columbus Day weekend in conjunction with the Cape Express soccer tournament has been canceled. Brian explained that Cape Express canceled the event due to low numbers. In reaction to that, GETIDA rescinded its offer of $10,000 in funding, as they perceived the appearance as not being a tourism event without the tournament. Brian also stated that Ms. Lloyd’s agency has been extremely difficult to reach over the last month. Multiple emails and two phone messages were not returned.

Brian Cunniff stated that the Sunset Celebrations on Thursdays in the summer were a big hit. Having the Coast Guard at the first event was a big plus. Brian thanked Dennis Hall for helping secure the Coast Guard appearance. Brian stated that seven celebrations were held in 2016. May look to add at least one more next summer. Dennis Hall stated that it would be great if the Coast Guard could return next summer, although he said he understands that Thursdays are not a good night for them.
Brian stated that the Monday evening entertainment at the Gazebo at Sunrise Park did not go as well as anticipated. Brian stated that perhaps the event could be moved to Sunset Lake for next summer.

Brian Cunniff stated that the summer music series went very well. Two shows were lost due to the weather, with one being made up Seafarers weekend. Attendance was up again, especially on Wednesdays.
Brian Cunniff stated that the Sand Sculpting Festival in July was again a good event. Participation was down but attendance by spectators was way up. There has been a suggestion to perhaps move the event from the side of the beach pier to in front of the beach pier to help get even more exposure from beachgoers. Robert Patterson said he had heard that a professional sand sculptor may want to do something tied in with our event. Brian Cunniff stated that the recreation department has not yet been contacted about this.

Brian Cunniff stated that the 5K beach run’s numbers were down slightly but that it still went very well overall. Brian said the reduction in numbers may have been partly due to a date change. Event had been the first Saturday of August for the past few summers but was moved to the last Saturday in July to take advantage of morning low tide for hard sand for runners. Brian stated that next year’s event would most likely be on Aug. 12 or July 29, depending on tides.
Brian Cunniff stated that the Seafarers fireworks show still may go to Sunset Lake, but the site is a problem so the show will most likely be held on the beach. Showtime Dance Band would play 6-8 p.m. at Centennial Park before 8 p.m. fireworks show if shot from the beach.

Bob Patterson stated that this seemed to be a softer summer all-around. He said figures seem to be down and that businesspeople also said it was a slower summer.
Lester Klayman felt the whole summer was quite. Bob Patterson added that the summer seemed to get a slow start, with big crowds not coming until mid July.

Dennis Hall said perhaps the perception of a down summer is because the summer of 2015 was so strong.

Meeting adjourned at 4:27 p.m.

