Borough of Wildwood Crest Tourism Commission Meeting

Wednesday, March 16, 2016



Crest Pier Recreation Center

Meeting called to order by Commissioner Don Cabrera at 4:02 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Reading of the Sunshine Ordinance – In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231 P.L. 231 175, the notice requirements have been classified as to the time, place and date of holding said meeting by posting notice of the same on the bulletin board in borough hall and by mailing the same to the Press of Atlantic City and the Cape May County Herald.

Roll Call:
Don Cabrera, Commissioner




present



Dennis Hall, Tourism Commission



present

Lester Klayman, Tourism Commission


present

Bob Patterson, Tourism Commission



not present

Mike DiAntonio, Tourism Commission


present

Frank Basile, Recreation Supervisor



present

Brian Cunniff, Asst. Rec Supervisor/TDC secretary

present

A quorum is present.

Lester Klayman made a motion to accept the minutes from the February 2016 meeting. Dennis Hall seconded the motion. Motion was approved unanimously.
Mike DiAntonio is present for his first meeting as a member of the Wildwood Crest Tourism Development Commission. Commissioner Don Cabrera welcomed him as a new member. 
Brian Cunniff gave an update on the possible Carli Lloyd appearance on Oct. 8. He stated that Cape Express Soccer has indicated they want to be involved in the event. The organization has a meeting scheduled for later this week. We have to figure out the best time to hold the clinics and for Carli Lloyd to appear. The contract has been received from Lloyd’s agency and has been passed on to the borough administrator and borough solicitor for review.

Cape Express indicated that a time later in the day would be best so that the event doesn’t conflict with games taking place during their tournament. Cape Express indicated they could provide portable lights if needed. Members discussed potential times. Frank Basile stated that public safety and all recreation staff will have to have major involvement in event.

Lester Klayman wondered if kids can register for clinics through Cape Express. Brian Cunniff stated that it was brought up but that it probably wouldn’t work from the borough’s end.

Don Cabrera suggested a meeting with Steve DeHorsey of North Wildwood Recreation. AS a soccer coach, Steve might best know how to execute the clinics.

Brian Cunniff circulated information about digital services from Coastal Broadcasting. He thought there could be a need for stock video production of events and perhaps for management of social media accounts. Members would like more information. Brian stated he would ask Dennis Brown from Coastal Broadcasting to email an overview.
Mike DiAntonio wondered if we could look into statistical analysis of social media accounts so that we could regionally target specific people.

Dennis Hall asked about which sunset celebration would be best for a Coast Guard presence. Brian Cunniff stated that it would great if we could get them at the first one on July 7. Dennis said he will go back to their public affairs officer and try to coordinate.

Dennis Hall said he learned about a Running of the Santas event in Breckenridge and wondered if it would work here. Frank Basile stated that he would pass the idea on to the Crest Running Club but that John Lynch already does a popular Christmastime run on the boardwalk in December.
Mike DiAntonio stated that he feels the work done by the borough at Sunset Lake is a great upgrade. He likes that we have a great open area in our community to enjoy the bay front, as opposed to other communities that have built on much of their bay front space. He said he is excited about the sunset celebrations planned for this summer. He feels it is great to have a municipal park right on the water.
Don Cabrera stated that the borough is looking to bring the entire Seafarers Celebration event back to Susnet Lake, including fireworks. He said when the weather breaks borough officials will travel by boat to Shaw Island to see what kind of work needs to be done in order to make it usable for a fireworks launch.

Don Cabrera stated that the borough is looking into the possibility of creating a dog park on one third of the field at Washington Avenue in front of the public works garage. The park was used as a staging area for the New Jersey Avenue reconstruction project. Don said the idea has been brought up at a recent borough commissioners’ meeting. He thinks that perhaps one third of the field could be used for a dog park and that the other third could be redone into a soccer field or regular grass field.

Don stated that both Wildwood and North Wildwood have dog parks on the beach but that Crest residents have shown resistance to doing the same. He said that by having a dog park right next to the public works garage would be beneficial since DPW can keep a daily eye on it. Don said trees and fences would separate the park from the residential area along Newark Avenue.

Don Cabrera stated that the borough is beginning an Adopt-A-Beach program in which volunteers can choose a beach street end to clean a few times per year. Public works would provide the supplies. Would be a great help in keeping the beach clean. Lester Klayman asked if this would be done in the areas near the bulkhead. Don said yes and that DPW is already taking registrations from volunteers and groups.

Don Cabrera stated that Brian Cunniff is working on creating a photo spots program where people would taking photos of themselves at the spots and share on social media. He feels it is a great way for the Crest to get free positive advertising. Brian Cunniff stated he is working on the design of the signs with a local sign shop. Next step will be a brochure.

Frank Basile stated that a new marquee is in the works for the bike path at Heather Road. The previous one was accidentally destroyed by a contractor doing work for the borough. The contractor is replacing it. Frank thinks it is good to have another source for information along the bike path.
Meeting adjourned at 5:17 p.m.
