Borough of Wildwood Crest Tourism Commission Meeting

Wednesday, January 13, 2016



Crest Pier Recreation Center

Meeting called to order by Commissioner Don Cabrera at 4:03 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Reading of the Sunshine Ordinance – In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231 P.L. 231 175, the notice requirements have been classified as to the time, place and date of holding said meeting by posting notice of the same on the bulletin board in borough hall and by mailing the same to the Press of Atlantic City and the Cape May County Herald.

Roll Call:
Don Cabrera, Commissioner




present



Dennis Hall, Tourism Commission



present

Lester Klayman, Tourism Commission


present

Bob Patterson, Tourism Commission



present

Frank Basile, Recreation Supervisor



present

Brian Cunniff, Asst. Rec Supervisor/TDC secretary

present

A quorum is present.

Bob Patterson made a motion to accept the minutes from the November 2015 meeting. Lester Klayman seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.
Commissioner Don Cabrera stated that no one expressed interest in filling the open seat on the Wildwood Crest Tourism Development Commission after a press release was issued. Commissioner Cabrera said that perhaps one of the candidates for the open recreation commission seat could serve on the tourism board. Will continue to seek a new member.

Brian Cunniff gave an update on funding awarded from GWTIDA for 2016. It is as follows
· Wildwood Crest Sunset Celebrations – $5,000

· Wildwood Crest 5K Beach Race – $3,000

· Wildwood Crest Seafarers Celebration – $7,500

· Wildwood Crest Sand Sculpting Festival – $11,000
Brian stated that the funding for the 5K race, Seafarers and Sand Sculpting is under mult-year contract. Funding for the sunset celebrations is for a new event.

Brian Cunniff gave an update on a possible appearance by USA women’s national soccer team player and South Jersey native Carli Lloyd. Brian stated he continues to go back and forth with her management agency about a date. He said that GWTIDA is interested but wants to sit down for a meeting. Brian will continue to follow up.

Bob Patterson gave a suggestion for the sunset celebrations. He said Cape May holds three or four sunset retreats each year with the Coast Guard color guard and band. Could work well for us and could add a lot of patriotism to the event. Dennis Hall said he knows a commander in the coast guard and will ask about getting to the proper contact person. Dennis believes it is always good to honor the military and that this could add to the event.

Brian Cunniff stated that he has sent word out to prospective printing companies about the 2016 tourism brochure. He stated he expects to have quotes for next meeting.

Commissioner Don Cabrera stated that now that the new Wildwood Crest logo has been approved, the next move is to look to upgrade web presence. He said there are so many different websites for the borough and gave municipal, beach patrol, police, tourism as examples. Commissioner Cabrera said the intent is to try to marry the sites into one all encompassing site. Will help with promotion because everything would refer to one site. This is taking place within the next six months.

Commissioner Don Cabrera gave an update on the old library building:
The borough will be retaining an architect. The plan is for it to be the future location of a tourism center. The current Nesbitt Center would be merged into this building. The Wildwood Crest Historical Society will be moved from Crest Pier to this building to create more a museum. Borough staff and historical society volunteers would staff the museum together. Idea is to create an attraction and invest money to make it a tourism destination.

Commissioner Cabrera said a meeting was held with Kirk Hastings of the historical society two weeks ago. There aren’t many members of the historical society anymore. Kirk Hastings said the remaining members are very happy to have the borough move the historical society to the new tourism center. Would create something very nice and would be staffed and accessible much more than it is currently. Might even become a year-round operation, at least on a part-time basis in the winter months.
Commissioner Cabrera stated that Brian Cunniff would eventually oversee the operation there. Commissioner Cabrera said he sees a much more professional and dedicated approach to tourism from that location. There will be lots of building upgrades that would be phased in over the next couple of years. He said he hopes the building will be operational by 2017. 

Lester Klayman asked if the solarium would stay. Commissioner Cabrera stated that plans are to keep it and use it. Perhaps there could be commercial spaced carved out to sell Wildwood Crest shirts and souvenirs.

Lester Klayman asked if the Nesbitt Center would be removed. Commissioner Cabrera said the plan is to renovate it and lease out the space so that the borough could earn rent money. Frank Basile said it will be a good place for retail because of the location.

Don Cabrera stated that it’s been quite a few years since fireworks were last held at Sunset Lake during the Seafarers Celebration. He would like to bring it back. There was a meeting with Lower Township over the issue this morning. It has been determined that the Crest owns the area on Shaw Island from which the fireworks are shot. Don would like to see the fireworks back there.
Don said he’d like to take a boat over there and look at the area once the weather gets better. Frank Basile stated that the landing area and dock are in very poor shape. Don stated theta Crest DPW could build a usable deck and dock. Don said any new fireworks vendor would be responsible for taking care of transport to and from the island and all loading and unloading of equipment.

Dennis Hall said he thinks this is good news. Bob Patterson also said he liked the idea.

Don stated there could be some criticism but thinks overall it would be great to end Seafarers with fireworks at the Lake again. Lester Klayman agreed.

Don Cabrera said there is still some work to be done at Sunset Lake. Some paving blocks need to be finished to stabilize the shoreline. He said the area near Atlanta and Louisville avenues is still considered wetlands. There are plans to put in a new walk-in kayak launch area. Don said a FEMA claim for storm damage has been closed out. The borough has received $750,000 for repairs and for work on the kayak area. The stainless steel steps have become dangerous. Residents have expressed need for a walk-in kayak launch area. Would be tourism friendly. Don believes the entire project will be complete by 2017.

Meeting adjourned at 4:27 p.m.
