Borough of Wildwood Crest Tourism Commission Meeting

Wednesday, February 17, 2016



Crest Pier Recreation Center

Meeting called to order by Commissioner Don Cabrera at 4:04 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Reading of the Sunshine Ordinance – In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231 P.L. 231 175, the notice requirements have been classified as to the time, place and date of holding said meeting by posting notice of the same on the bulletin board in borough hall and by mailing the same to the Press of Atlantic City and the Cape May County Herald.

Roll Call:
Don Cabrera, Commissioner




present



Dennis Hall, Tourism Commission



not present

Lester Klayman, Tourism Commission


present

Bob Patterson, Tourism Commission



present

Mike DiAntonio, Tourism Commission


not present

Frank Basile, Recreation Supervisor



present

Brian Cunniff, Asst. Rec Supervisor/TDC secretary

present

A quorum is present.

Bob Patterson made a motion to accept the minutes from the January 2016 meeting. Lester Klayman seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.
Don Cabrera announced that Mike DiAntonio has been appointed to the TDC. Mike is filling the position seat created by the resignation of Steve Tecco last year. He was approved at the Feb. 10 meeting of the Board of Commissioners.
Brian Cunniff announced pricing for the 2016 tourism and special events brochure. TAC Printing gave pricing as $3385 for 20,000, $3630 for 22,500 and $3890 for 25,000. Shore Media Group gave a price of $3,900 for 20,000. One Off Marketing did not respond.

Brian Cunniff stated that 20,000 were printed last year and that we ran out of brochures about a week or two prior to Labor Day. Consensus was to print 22,500 for 2016.

Bob Patterson made a motion to allocated $3,630 of TDC funds for the production of 22,500 Wildwood Crest tourism and special events brochures for 2016 by TAC Printing. Don Cabrera seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.

Brian Cunniff informed the members of sponsorship opportunities for the 2016 Coast Guard Community Festival. Discussion among members centered on the extreme worthiness of the event but that the TDC may not benefit much from advertising for it. Bob Patterson made a motion that the Wildwood Crest TDC take out an eighth-page ad for $150 in the event’s program book. Don Cabrera seconded the motion. Motion was approved unanimously.
Brian Cunniff presented a potential advertising package from North Jersey Media, which includes the Sunday Travel sections of the Bergen County Record and Herald News, plus online opportunities. Lester Klayman said in previous recent years the TDC has concentrated on Philadelphia area and that it would be good to hit North Jersey. Bob Patterson also believes it’s a good area in which to advertise. Lester and Bob both stated the Sunday edition would have the best effect. Bob said it would be good to start a four-week advertising run in early to mid April. Don Cabrera stated the best part is that there’s an online presence, too. Cost is $464.30 per week for three weeks for an approximately 4-inch by 5-inch print ad, plus online support, with one additional print ad free. Consensus was to begin advertising April 10 and run for four straight weeks. Lester Klayman made a motion to approve an advertising expenditure for North Jersey Media in an amount not to exceed $1500. Bob Patterson seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.
Dennis Hall stated that he has reached out to the Coast Guard about possibly providing a presence at one or more of the Thursday evening Sunset Celebrations this summer. He stated he has yet to get a response. Dennis stated he will try again. Brian Cunniff told Dennis Hall to reach out to him if he needs assistance.

Brian Cunniff stated that the 2016 Summer Music Series schedule is complete, except for the final Wednesday of the series. Don Cabrera asked about the possibility of the TDC purchasing a digital sign to place at Centennial Park. Would help with info about events at park, late cancellations due to weather and other information. Frank Basile stated that digital marquees are very expensive, could be as much as $15-20K. Bob Patterson wondered if a manual marquee would work. Lester Klayman asked if there could be a joint partnership between recreation and tourism to purchase. Don Cabrera stated that the Wildwood Crest Planning Board has given approval for a digital sign in that area. Frank Basile said he believes the new tourism building being planned for the old library site would be the best place for a digital marquee. Lester Klayman agreed, saying signage will be needed in that area anyway. Don Cabrera stated that perhaps this idea can wait until the new tourism building is finished.
Brian Cunniff stated that the recreation department is still in the process of attempting to secure women’s soccer star Carli Lloyd for an appearance in October during Cape Express soccer tournament weekend. Cost is $30,000 plus travel expenses for Ms. Lloyd. Brian also stated that he met with GWTIDA yesterday and that GWTIDA is interested in supporting the event but that there has been no commitment to the exact level of support. Lester Klyman feels it is a great opportunity that we should move forward with, stating that it should help bring people to the tournament and to the island. Brian Cunniff stated that the plan is to have the event at Sunrise Park and hold soccer clinics for kids along with it. Carli Lloyd could help work the clinics and sign autographs and pose for pictures. Don Cabrera stated he believes there are three components that can be utilized to help fund the event – the TDC, the recreation commission and GWTIDA. Don stated he feels the TDC could fund this as a replacement for the Hydrofest event that is no longer on the calendar. He also added that the municipality could chip in if needed, but only as a last resort. Brian stated he is also attempting to get Cape Express on board to help out financially. Don Cabrera said he’d love to have the event in Wildwood Crest. Don Cabrera believes Carli Lloyd would be a great draw to the area even if there wasn’t a soccer tournament the same weekend, since she’s currently one of the biggest sports stars in the world. Lester Klayman thinks her appearance could boost interest and participation in the Cape Express tournament, which would be good for all involved. Lester stated that the TDC used to give $10,000 of support for a boat race that sometimes didn’t even happen due to weather conditions. He feels this is an event the TDC should support fully. Don said he’d like to hold the event with or without support from Cape Express but would prefer Cape Express to be involved.
Bob Patterson made a motion that for the TDC to offer financial support not to exceed $10,000 for the Carli Lloyd appearance on Oct. 8. Lester Klayman seconded the motion. Motion was approved unanimously.
Don Cabrera distributed expenditure sheets to the members from the borough CFO. Bob Patterson said the information looked pretty self explanatory and that things seem to be in good order.
Meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m.
