Borough of Wildwood Crest Tourism Commission Meeting

Wednesday, April 13, 2016




Crest Pier Recreation Center

Meeting called to order by Commissioner Don Cabrera at 4:05 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance

Reading of the Sunshine Ordinance – In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231 P.L. 231 175, the notice requirements have been classified as to the time, place and date of holding said meeting by posting notice of the same on the bulletin board in borough hall and by mailing the same to the Press of Atlantic City and the Cape May County Herald.

Roll Call:
Don Cabrera, Commissioner




present



Dennis Hall, Tourism Commission



present

Lester Klayman, Tourism Commission


present

Bob Patterson, Tourism Commission



present

Mike DiAntonio, Tourism Commission


not present 

(entered 4:07 p.m.)
Frank Basile, Recreation Supervisor



not present

Brian Cunniff, Asst. Rec Supervisor/TDC secretary

present

A quorum is present.

Dennis Hall made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 2016 meeting. Lester Klayman seconded the motion. Motion was approved unanimously.
Brian Cunniff gave and update on the proposed Carli Lloyd appearance. The contract is being reviewed by borough solicitor. There are some issues to iron out. Brian said he has bneen in contact with Ms. Lloyd’s agency and is waiting to hear back. 
Mike DiAntonio entered the meeting at 4:07 p.m.

Bob Patterson made a motion to approve a total expenditure of not to exceed $37,000 to fund the Summer Music Series. Dennis Hall seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.

Brian Cunniff stated that he had emailed a proof of the tourism brochure to all members. He asked the members to get back to him by Friday with any changes they deemed necessary. Item going to print early next week.
Brian Cunniff asked the members their thoughts on the Coastal Broadcasting digital package that was emailed to them. Bob Patterson said he feels Wildwood Crest Rec/Tourism does a good enough job advertising events on its own locally. Brian Cunniff stated he constantly puts events and information on borough’s social media pages. Members concurred this digital package is not worthy of pursuit at this time.
Brian Cunniff reminded the members that their financial disclosure forms must be filled out online before the end of the month.

Bob Patterson said he went to a public meeting regarding upgrades to Rio Grande Avenue in Wildwood. He said it looks like nothing will be done until 2018 but that GWTIDA is taking a keen interest since the street is a major gateway into town. Bob said the work will include raising the elevation around Susquehanna Avenue to help with flooding issues. Plans are also to widen the roadway depending on how much land can be acquired. He stated a lot of merchants were there and that officials are looking for input from residents and business people. There was also talk of a bike path on the bridge. Bob stated there will be an application for federal funds for the work. A lot of this is being spearheaded by the county, as well as by Will Morey and Jack Morey. He said GWTIDA is interested in improving traffic flow and the appearance of the roadway. Goal is project is to alleviate flooding, move traffic and enhance the appearance of Wildwood at its gateway entrance. Talk of wider sidewalks and street-scaping enhancements (new lights, signage, plants, etc.). Bob said how much support there is from local property owners and how much financial commitment project will need is to be determined. Bob stated information about potential project is available at the Wildwoods Convention Center.
Brian Cunnif stated that he’s always felt something should be done, if possible, to enhance the entire area coming into town from the parkway through the George Redding Bridge and beyond.

Mike DiAntonio stated that it’s great to see progress there, especially with the new turning lane already in place at Susquehanna Avenue. He feels this is a good improvement for traffic flow. He also said it’s not welcoming to see abandoned businesses and buildings on the way into town. Anything done to remedy that would be welcomed.

Don Cabrera agreed with Mike.

Mike believes any beautification project is a good thing. He feels many good beautification projects have been done in the Crest, such as upgrades to parks and Sunset Lake.

Don Cabrera said he’d like to see the areas coming into Wildwood beautified.

Mike DiAntonio asked Bob Patterson if he knew of any plans to replace the Middle Thorofare Bridge (Crest to Cape May). Bob said the county engineer would like to replace it nbut that environmentalists are fighting it and that there needs to be a funding source for that potential project.

Bob Patterson asked Don Cabrera about the new Adopt-A-Beach program. Don answered that many people have shown interest and that the project will kick off later this month.

There was discussion about fireworks for Seafarers and the possibility of moving them back to Sunset Lake. Mike DiAntonio stated there is a company that makes a temporary rigid floating dock that could possibly be used for transport to the island. Website is dock-blocks.com.

Brian Cunniff stated he will check the website and see if such an apparatus would be feasible for the Crest.

Don Cabrera stated that the Nesbitt tourism information center needs a new roof and that the borough is looking in how to rectify it. Lester Klayman asked what will happen to the building once tourism is moved to the old library site on Atlantic Avenue. Don stated that it could be leased out for retail space. Don said there is interest from people looking to rent the facility.
Don Cabrera stated he will have the old library site’s architect meet with the TDC to go over ideas for new tourism building.
Mike DiAntonio asked Don Cabrera about the progress of dog park idea. Don stated he is planning to hold public meeting in May and will give notice to residents in area. If meeting goes well, borough would like to advance and have in place for summer. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:44 p.m.

