Borough of Wildwood Crest Recreation Commission 

Wednesday, February 17, 2016



Crest Pier Recreation Center

Meeting called to order by Brian Cunniff at 5:10 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Reading of the Sunshine Ordinance – In compliance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231 P.L. 231 175, the notice requirements have been classified as to the time, place and date of holding said meeting by posting notice of the same on the bulletin board in borough hall and by mailing the same to the Gazette Leader and the Herald.

Roll Call:
Don Cabrera, Commissioner


present



James Grauel




not present


Toni Fuscellaro



present



Zach Ruffo




present



Frank Basile, Recreation Supervisor 

present

Brian Cunniff, Asst. Rec Supervisor

present

A quorum is present.

Minutes from the last recreation commission meeting in November 2015 were approved unanimously.

Don Cabrera formally welcomed Zach Ruffo to the recreation commission. Ruffo was approved to serve by the Wildwood Crest Board of Commissioners earlier in the month. Don gave Zach an overview of what the commission does. Said that the members are the eyes and ears of the community and are great consultants to borough recreation staff. Don encouraged Zach to take an active role and make suggestions and raise questions.

Frank Basile stated that 2015 income for all recreation programs, including the pool, was about $300,000. He stated that the operating budget for recreation is about $305,000.

Brian Cunniff informed the members that the borough is looking to bring U.S. women’s national soccer team star Carli Lloyd, a native of Delran, to town for an appearance during the Cape Express soccer tournament weekend on Columbus Day weekend. Don Cabrera said the cost will be about $35,000. Don stated that the TDC committed $10,000 to the event and stated that the recreation commission has about double what the TDC has in its operating account. Don would like to make the event a joint effort between recreation and tourism. Brian Cunniff stated that GWTIDA has also expressed interest in supporting the event and that the Cape Express organization may do the same. Don Cabrera said bringing the best female soccer player in the world to Wildwood Crest would be a tremendous draw. Idea is to run clinics and have her speak at Sunrise Park. Don feels the event would draw a lot of people and will give the public a meet and greet opportunity even if they don’t participate in the clinic. Toni Fuscellaro believes this would be a great event, especially since it’s during the soccer tournament weekend. Zach Ruffo stated it could be a huge event with the soccer families already in town. Don Cabrera believes the recreation commission should match the TDC support of the event. Frank Basile agreed.

Don Cabrera made a motion for the recreation commission to allocate funding up to but not to exceed $10,000 for the Carli Lloyd appearance. Toni Fuscellaro seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.
Frank Basile stated that the grammar school basketball Island Tournament began today, ith the basketball teams from the four grammar schools on the island participating. The annual Skills Competition will also be held. Frank said the staff does a good job with the event. The tournament goes through Sunday.
Frank Basile stated that the Crest Pier will host the South Shore traveling basketball league championships at Crest Pier on the last weekend of February. This is the second time in three years Crest Pier will host the championships. Frank stated that we have teams in the league. There are three boys teams stationed out of Crest Pier and two girls teams stationed out of North Wildwood Rec. There will be 11 championship games and six all-star games and the event will bring a lot of people into town. Cost is nothing to the recreation commission. The South Shore League takes care of the officials and most costs. 
Brian Cunniff stated the grades K-2 indoor soccer league will begin soon. Registration is open an ongoing. Last year the league maxed out. The program will run three days per week this year in order to finish before Easter, since Easter is early this year. Toni Fuscellaro believes this is a great program, adding that her son enjoyed playing in it.
Frank Basile stated that the Fit Seniors exercise program has been changed to Fit 50s to help draw more people. He said between 15 and 20 people are consistently taking part in the classes held every Tuesday and Thursday morning. Frank said Zumba classes are still going strong on Saturday mornings but that the Wednesday class was dropped due to lack of interest.

Frank Basile said the morning swim time at the pool, 6 to 7:30 am for premium members, will be extended from three days per week to five days per week beginning Feb. 22.

Frank Basile stated that the first formal meeting of the Wildwood Crest Running Club is scheduled for Saturday. He said the registration numbers could be up to 50 by the meeting. The club will hold group runs, meetings and get group discounts for races.

Meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
