THE BOROUGH OF WILDWOOD CREST
Planning Board
Meeting Minutes – 2 DECEMBER 2015 5 p.m.
Chairman Davenport called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. The statement of compliance with the Open Public Meetings act of 1975 was read by the chairman.
Roll call was taken: Alvarado, absent; Compare, present; Davenport, present; Melchiorre, absent; Schiff, present; Sciarra, absent; Hunt, absent; Mettler, present; Mitchell, present; Gould, absent; Groon, present; Solicitor Garrabrant, present; Board Engineer Petrella, present; Zoning Official Malia, absent; Secretary Rogers, absent.   
Mr. Compare made a motion to dispense with the public reading of the minutes of the meeting of 7 October 2015 and approve as distributed, Mr. Schiff seconded. Roll call: Compare, abstain; Schiff, yes; Mettler, yes; Mitchell, yes; Davenport, yes; Groon, yes. Minutes approved as distributed.
There were no applications to come before the Board.
There was one Administrative Resolution recommending the hiring of Jennifer Beahm, PP, AP, as a Professional Planner for COAH related services for the Borough of Wildwood Crest;. 
Resolution PB-15-15 was introduced and memorialized on motion of Mr. Compare, second by Mr. Schiff. Roll call: Compare, abstain; Schiff, yes; Mettler, yes; Mitchell, yes; Davenport, yes; Groon, yes
Resolution memorialized.
Under Old Business were committee reports:

The Rezoning of Lots Adjacent to North-South Streets to R-1A  was adjourned
The Sunset Lake/Dredging the Inland Waterway Committee Chairman Fred Mettler reported he had met with the County, representatives of neighboring towns, DEP representatives , Sen. LoBiondo, and the Army Corp. of Engineers about the Back Bay Dredging issues. A 51 page report was presented which includes recommendations about how to address the issues.  Mr. Mettler reported that the DEP and Army Corp. indicate that they are going to help the communities address the issues, the rules regarding the moratorium on dredging are being revoked, and that new ways to address the components to a dredging project are being explored, among other concerns.  The meeting made clear that the Borough is not the only town with this problem.  Mr. Mettler reported that federal, state and local officials and agencies will help the Borough and other communities complete the application process and they are attempting to streamline the process.  Mayor Groon reported that all of the towns need a regional approach to the problems.  Mr. Mettler indicated he will email the report to Secretary Rogers for her to disseminate to the Board members.
Under New Business an update was given by the Board Solicitor relative to the Fair Share Housing Update.  The Borough opted to join the consortium of municipalities who are hiring eConsult as an expert to provide a response and review of the methodology and results of the fair share housing numbers that have been produced in the COAH Declaratory Judgment litigation.  A summary of the status of the COAH litigation was provided.  Retired Superior Court Judge Steven Perskie has been appointed by the Honorable Nelson Johnson, J.S.C. as the Special Master for Atlantic and Cape May Counties.  Judge Perskie is very familiar with the barrier island communities.  Judge Johnson has taken a hands on practical approach to the COAH issues.  The Borough’s COAH immunity expired on December 1, 2015, but the general consensus was that Judge Johnson was going to extend that time for immunity.  The Borough hired Ms. Beahm as the Planner to evaluate our previous Plans relative to affordable housing, vacant land studies, etc., and to produce all necessary documents for submission to the Court.  
One member of the public spoke. Bill Laffey who resides at 8002 New Jersey Avenue spoke about how informative the Board and meeting was and opined that others should take advantage of attending the meetings to understand the issues presented to and by the Borough.
It was announced there are no applications to come before the Board in January. It is intended the Board will meet to for reorganization and other discussion on Wednesday, January 13, 2016 at 5:00 p.m., instead of January 6, 2016 due to scheduling conflicts. 
There being no further business, Chairman Davenport adjourned the meeting on motion of Mr. Schiff, second by Mr. Compare, and unanimous voice vote.
Date_______________

Planning Board Secretary_______________________________________________
PAGE  
1

